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Order of Service 
4th Sunday in Lent 
March 22, 2020

Call to worship (unison)

Our Good Shepherd calls us together today. No matter how shadowy the 
valley or uncertain the terrain, God walks with us. We will not fear. We will 
worship, wherever we are, however we can, united in Christ no matter our 
physical distance. In joy, in hope, in courage, let us worship God.

Opening hymn/music (optional)

Call to confession

Once we were in darkness, but now we walk in the light. As children of the 
light, we know that when we confess our sin and expose it to the light of 
Christ, God grants forgiveness and brings healing. With the confidence of 
the children of God, let us confess our sin to God and before one another.

Prayer of confession

Lord, we are afraid. We cannot hold back our pressing and many worries. 
We know you tell us not to be anxious, but in this tumultuous time, 
our anxiety mounts and our faith waivers. Forgive us for how much 
we previously took for granted, the ability to worship in person, the 
opportunities to embrace one another, the freedom to come and go as we 
wished. Forgive us, too, for failing to see those all around us who lacked 
community, longed for touch and were isolated well before this forced 
social distancing. Hear our heartfelt confession and turn our fears into 
faithful action for the sake of your beloved world. (Silent prayer) Amen.

Assurance of pardon

Friends, who is in a position to condemn? Only Christ and Christ died for 
us, Christ rose for us, Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
Believe the good news, in Jesus Christ we are forgiven!

Prayer for illumination

Gracious God, your Word does not return to you empty. Grant that as we 
hear Scripture read and proclaimed, we will be enlivened by your grace and 
empowered by you promises.
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Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith — From the Confession of 1967, Section B, 9.15 (inclusive version)

God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind. 
Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and 
goodness. But God reveals divine love in Jesus Christ by showing power 
in the form of a servant, wisdom in the folly of the cross, and goodness in 
receiving sinful people. The power of God’s love in Christ to transform the 
world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all 
things to serve the purpose of God’s love.

Call for the offering

The earth is the Lord’s and all that is within it. While we worship in a 
multitude of places we gather together our respective offerings, knowing 
that God will take them, bless them and use them for the building up of the 
Kingdom of Heaven here on earth.

Prayer of dedication

Gracious God, it is a privilege to partner with you in sharing the good 
news of the gospel in Word and deed. We ask your blessings on these 
gifts offered in faith and given with joy. May they be an outward sign 
of your mercy and grace and a witness to your overflowing goodness 
toward all of creation.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

Almighty God, we bow before you mindful that too often we ask the 
wrong questions, fail to see others as you see them and respond to your 
healing mercy with skepticism rather than joy. Grant us clear vision, 
especially during this time when so many are reeling from the impact of 
this pandemic.

We pray for the church, that we might truly be Christ’s Body, tending to 
the most vulnerable, extending compassion to all and bearing witness to 
the healing love Jesus came to bring the world.

We pray for our congregation, help us to draw closer together in this time 
of social distancing. As we recognize the gift of being in close physical 
proximity, we treasure every opportunity to be together by whatever 
means available to us. May our ministry be a blessing and a beacon of 
hope in our community.

continued on the next page
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We pray for our world, the needs of which seem overwhelming. Knowing 
that Jesus is Lord of all we remember those around the globe who suffer 
due to a lack of life’s basic necessities. You tell us, God, not to hoard or 
build bigger barns, but instead to share what we have and care for the 
least of these. In this time of increased stress and strain, a time when 
those already on the edge may well be pushed into the abyss, we seek 
your strength and your wisdom. We offer to you the resources that you 
have given us to steward and trust that you will bless and multiply them 
so that all may be nurtured and fed.

We pray for those on the frontlines of combatting this virus, healthcare 
workers, first responders, caregivers and leaders, grant them clear 
thinking, rest and the peace that passes understanding.

We lift up to you now, Lord, the concerns that weigh on our minds and 
the deepest longings of our hearts. (Silence) We entrust them all to you, 
knowing you will do more than we can ever hope or imagine.

Open our eyes, that we may see, believe and follow Jesus Christ, the 
Messiah, who taught us to say when we pray, Our Father…

Closing hymn/music (optional)

Charge and benediction

Go out into the world in peace; have courage; hold on to what is good; 
return no one evil for evil; support the weak; help the suffering; honor all 
people; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
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