
p. 1

iS
to

ck
.c

om
/M

ar
yl

ia
D

es
ig

n

Order of Worship
12th Sunday after Pentecost
August 28, 2022

Call to worship (based on Luke 14:11)

All who exalt themselves will be humbled
And those who humble themselves will be exalted
God invites us all to the kin-dom’s banquet
Honored by God’s welcome, we gather by grace

Call to confession
The path of faithfulness is the past of humility. Let us bow 
before the God who created us and confess the sins that 
betray us and our faith.

Prayer of confession
Savior God, forgive us when we jockey for the highest 
position and the most honorable seat at your table. All are 
welcome, but we want to know who was invited first. We 
categorize and rank according to the world’s standards, 
not yours. Forgive our hierarchal ways. Forgive our lust 
for prestige and power. Return us to Christ, our model of 
humility and our guide in faith. Amen.

Assurance of pardon (Isaiah 43:1)

“Do not fear, says the Lord, for I have redeemed you;  
I have called you by name, you are mine.”
Thanks be to God; we are forgiven and freed. Amen.
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Prayer for illumination
Eternal God, your Word speaks truth into our lives. 
When we humble ourselves to listen, you mature us with 
knowledge and strengthened faith. Open us to your Word 
read and proclaimed today, so we might hear and embrace 
the message you intend for us. Amen.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (A Brief Statement of Faith)

Christ Jesus,				    Phil. 2:5–11
though he was in the form of God, 
did not regard equality with God 
as something to be exploited,
but emptied himself, 
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness. 
And being found in human form 
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death— 
even death on a cross.
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name, 
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
and every tongue should confess to the glory of God: 
Jesus Christ is Lord! Amen.

Call for the offering (Hebrews 13:16)

“Do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are 
pleasing to God.”



p. 3

iS
to

ck
.c

om
/M

ar
yl

ia
D

es
ig

n

Prayer of dedication
Take our hearts, our hands, our gifts, Holy God. Mold us; 
shape us; send us so that we might be your body in the 
world you so love. Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer:
God, can we be honest? It’s hard to pray when the 
world seems in shambles. Our petitions, our thoughts 
and prayers, aren’t enough in the wake of people losing 
everything to wildfires, floods and war. Monkeypox is on 
the rise and we’re not yet clear of COVID. Political leaders 
are on trial, fighting more scandals than fixing problems. 
What are we to do, God? How are we to be in this world 
of chaos and confusion?

Living God, bolster us, we pray, through Word and 
worship. Remind us we are not alone. Support us with 
your Spirit’s presence who gives words even to the least 
eloquent. Help us recall how you have equipped saints 
and ancestors who also did not know how to respond. 
Mold us into the kind of people who can help you bend 
the arc of this universe towards justice.

Finally, hear our petitions for those in special need of 
grace today:

•	 For victims of violence and abuse
•	 For the hungry and unhoused
•	 For the neglected and lonely
•	 For the misunderstood and marginalized
•	 For the ill, the dying, and those  

responsible for their care

We praise you, God of Glory, for your attention and your 
presence with us in prayer. We thank you for being in 
relationship with us. Hear us now, as we collectively pray 
the prayer Christ taught us saying, “Our Father…”.
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Charge and benediction (Numbers 6:24-26)

We are sent to a world in great need of God’s grace.
In humility and in faith, let us respond to Christ’s call 
and follow God’s Spirit as we seek to bring and be good 
news for all.

“May God bless you and keep you,  
may God be kind and gracious to you,  
may God look upon you with favor  
and bring us all peace.” Amen.
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