15th Sunday after Pentecost

Call to worship (Based on Luke 16:1-13)

Jesus reminds us today that,
“You cannot serve God and wealth.”
Open us to your truth, Lord.
Open our hearts to honesty.
Let us enter worship humbly, ready to
realign our faith according to God’s Word.

Call to confession (Nehemiah 9:17)

God is ready to forgive, gracious and merciful,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

Prayer of confession

Savior God, we are indebted to you and your generosity.
But we fail to forgive our debtors. We confiscate and
consume far more than our fair share. We neglect the

poor and trap people in poverty, claiming that debt
forgiveness is unfair. God, liberate us from our spiritual and
moral bondage. Grant us a season of jubilee. Reorder our
communities so that all may contribute, and all may thrive.
Amen.

Assurance of pardon

God lightens the load of those overly burdened, supports
and strengthens those who have been knocked down.
Claim the forgiveness God so graciously offers. Know the
new life Christ has given us. Amen.



Prayer for illumination (From Psalm 19:14)

Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our
hearts be acceptable to you, O Lord, our rock and our
redeemer. As we approach your Word, may we be ready to
receive the message you intend for us today. Amen.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (Apostles’ Creed)

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand

of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;

the communion of saints;

the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Call for the offering (Acts 20:35)

Remember that Jesus said: “It is more blessed to give than
to receive.”



Prayer of dedication

Holy God, these offerings are only a portion of all that you
have given us. We gratefully present these gifts and entrust
them to your work in this world. May our gifts share the
Good News of the gospel to those who are in need. May
these gifts help unburden those with the heaviest of loads.
Amen.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer:

Thank you, God, for this new day; for the morning sun that
rises in hope, a hot cup of coffee, the chance to kiss loved
ones goodbye on their way to school or work.

Thank you, God, for the purpose and meaning of our
lives; for your call to serve and love our neighbors; for the
knowledge that we can make a difference through a smile,
a gesture, a gift of time, talent or treasure.

Thank you, God, for moments of pause that frame our lives
with spiritual meaning; morning meditation or evening
devotions when we rest in your presence and recollect,
with gratitude, your abundant blessings.

Thank you, God, even for the problems and pain; injustices
frustrate and overwhelm, but also call us to collective
action and inspire us to right what is wrong. Melt our
hearts with compassion, God, for the poor, the oppressed,
the marginalized, for all those in need of your saving grace
and your liberating love. Mold us as your hands and feet of
action. Make us the answers to our prayers.

Finally, hear us, God of mercy, as we lift our heartfelt
concerns to you and pray silently for those whose specific
burdens weigh heavy on our hearts ...

United as a community of faith and as the Body of Christ,
we lift these prayers up to you, Creator, Redeemer and
Sustainer. Hear us as we join our hearts and our voices in
praying the prayer Christ taught us to pray by saying,
“Our Father...".



Charge and benediction

May we leave this house of worship
strengthened by the Spirit,
renewed by God’s Grace and
supported by the Body of Christ.

May the grace, hope, peace and love of God the Creator,
Redeemer and Sustainer be with us now and always. Amen.

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2022.

Liturgy written by Teri McDowell Ott
and provided for free distribution.

For more resources,
visit pres-outlook.org



