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Order of Worship

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost
July 2, 2023

Call to worship (Based on Psalm 13)
Let us sing to the Lord!
Our God has dealt bountifully with us.
The night was dark, and God'’s face seemed hidden.
In sorrow and pain, we cried out to God.
Still we trusted in God'’s steadfast love,

And now our hearts rejoice in God'’s salvation!

Call to confession

God’s grace has brought us from death to life, transforming us into
instruments of righteousness. Trusting that grace, let us confess our sin
and the sin of our world.

Prayer of confession

God of Providence, your faithfulness is from everlasting to everlasting,
but we fail to trust. You hold all creation in the palm of your hand, but
we take our lives into our own hands more often than we would like

to admit. When we trust ourselves more than your grace, forgive us.
When we get caught up in our own strivings, relieve us. When we think
the world rests on our shoulders, remind us. Call us back to your way.
Teach us to turn our lives over to your gracious care. Amen.

Assurance of pardon

As a cup of cold water quenches our thirst, God’s grace soothes our
souls.

In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluial

Prayer for illumination

Pour out your Spirit upon us, O God, and upon these words of Scripture,
that they may reveal to us your eternal Word, our Lord Jesus Christ.
Amen.

Scripture readings
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Sermon

Affirmation of faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)

We trust in God,
whom Jesus called Abba, Father.

In sovereign love God created the world good
and makes everyone equally in God’s image,
male and female, of every race and people,

to live as one community.

But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator.
Ignoring God’s commandments,

we violate the image of God in others and ourselves,
accept lies as truth, exploit neighbor and nature,

and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care.
We deserve God’s condemnation.

Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation.

In everlasting love,
the God of Abraham and Sarah chose a covenant people
to bless all families of the earth.

Hearing their cry,
God delivered the children of Israel
from the house of bondage.

Loving us still,
God makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.

Like a mother who will not forsake her nursing child,
Like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home,
God is faithful still.

Call for the offering

God has provided for all we need — and more. Let us return these gifts
to God, so that we might provide for one another and all who are in
need. Let us receive the morning offering.

Prayer of dedication

Giving God, we return to you the fruits of the earth and the fruits of
our labor, that they may be used for the repair of the world. Bless these
gifts, those who give them, and those who will receive them. May our
whole lives be an offering before you. Amen.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer

Faithful God, you have promised that you will not leave us orphaned, for
you are coming to us. Hear the prayers of your people as we call out to
you this morning.



We pray for the earth you have made. May we treat it with the dignity
and respect it deserves.

We pray for the church you have lovingly crafted, disciples in every time
and place. May we be faithful as you are faithful.

We pray for the nations and their leaders. May justice roll down like wa-
ter as we seek the welfare of all people.

We pray for our communities, the places where we worship and serve.
May we entrust our lives and the lives of our loved ones to your provi-
dential care.

Especially this morning, we pray for children:

e For children who live in circumstances of violence or abuse. May
they find safety and peace.

e For children who go hungry in the summer without a school
lunch. May they be nourished physically and spiritually.

e For children who have been separated from their parents. May
they receive comfort, care and justice.

e For children who live with grief, trauma, or fear. May they know
the joy and security of your ever-present love.

As you have provided for us, O God, help us provide for one another: love
and bread, housing and joy.

All this we pray in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who
taught us to pray, saying: “Our Father....”

Charge and benediction

Now, let us go forth from this place

and welcome one another in the name of Jesus Christ.
Let us go forth to feed the hungry,

offer a cup of cold water to the thirsty,

and tend to those in need.

Let us go forth to love and serve the Lord.

And as we go:

May the grace of Christ surround us,

the love of God enfold us,

and the company of the Holy Spirit uplift us,
all along our journey home. Amen.
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