
Order of Worship
Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost
September 24, 2023 

Call to worship (from Psalm 107:1-3, 43)
O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; for his steadfast love endures 
forever.
Let the redeemed of the Lord say so, those he redeemed from trou-
ble and gathered in from the lands, from the east and from the west, 
from the north and from the south.
Let those who are wise give heed to these things,
and consider the steadfast love of the Lord.
Let us worship God!

Call to confession
The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in-
steadfast love. With that assurance and the promise of God’s grace 
through Jesus Christ, let us confess our sin before God and one another.

Prayer of confession
Gracious God, forgive us when we grumble and complain against your 
goodness as the Israelites did in the desert, as the elder brother did to 
his father, as the workers in the field did to the landowner. We judge 
and weigh your gifts according to our standards. We often question 
your fairness instead of receiving your grace with thanksgiving and 
joy. Help us to see your world through your eyes and with your spirit of 
generosity and grace, that we may welcome the chance to serve in your 
kingdom and all who join with us. Forgive us, Lord, in your grace and 
mercy through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Assurance of pardon (Psalm 145:9 and Ephesians 2:8-9)
The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has made. 
For by grace, you have been saved through faith, and this is not your 
own doing;
it is the gift of God — not the result of works, so that no one may 
boast.
Friends, believe the good news of the gospel!
In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia!
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Prayer for illumination (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
Holy God, your Word teaches us that all Scripture is inspired by you and 
is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righ-
teousness. As we hear your Word read and proclaimed today, speak to 
us, and inspire us that we may be proficient and equipped for every good 
work; through Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh. Amen.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (from A Brief Statement of Faith)
In life and in death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit,
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,
whom alone we worship and serve.

In a broken and fearful world
the Spirit gives us courage
to pray without ceasing,
to witness among all peoples to Christ as Lord and Savior,
to unmask idolatries in Church and culture,
to hear the voices of peoples long silenced,
and to work with others for justice, freedom, and peace.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit,
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks
and to live holy and joyful lives,
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth,
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

With believers in every time and place,
we rejoice that nothing in life or in death
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Call for the offering
The apostle Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “for the rendering of this 
ministry not only supplies the needs of the saints but also overflows with 
many thanksgivings to God.” Let us brings our offerings to God, even as 
we present ourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God.

Prayer of dedication
Gracious God, we know that every generous act of giving, with ev-
ery perfect gift, is from above, coming down from you. We thank you 
for your many blessings, especially your perfect gift of your Son Jesus 
Christ, your indescribable gift! Help us to receive your gifts and grace 
with thanksgiving and humility and to use them faithfully in and for your 
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kingdom. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer
God of grace and God of glory, we come before you in prayer today, as-
sured and comforted by the promise that when we do not know how to 
pray as we ought, your Holy Spirit intercedes for us with sighs too deep 
for words. Lord, the burdens and challenges of life leave us speechless. 
We thank you that even as we pray, Jesus prays for us to be one and 
strengthened for the ministry to which you call us. Lord, hear our 
prayers ...

... for the people who have been named in worship today, whose 
names are on our prayer list, whom we carry in our hearts, who are 
known only to you. 

... for your church in every place, that we may bear faithful 
witness to your amazing grace in our lives and in our world, even when it 
offends our sense of fairness and our understanding of the way life 
ought to be.

... for the mission, ministry, and work of this congregation. May we 
always serve with a spirit of generosity as we depend upon your gifts, 
rather than with a sense of scarcity that comes from looking to 
ourselves.

... for the peoples of this world whom you have created in your 
own image: for those who are in dangerous places through no fault of 
their own; for those who have experienced disasters that have upended 
their lives; for those who are oppressed and long to live as free people; 
for those who mourn and long to have hope in their lives.

Almighty God, help us to live lives worthy of the calling to which you 
call us. Remind us that we are the body of Christ. When one member 
suffers, may we all share the suffering and extend the loving care of 
Christ. When one member is honored, may we all rejoice together rather 
than be en-vious of another’s blessings. Lord God, help us to live, love, 
and serve as faithful followers of Jesus Christ in your kingdom.

We offer these and all our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
who taught us to pray, “Our Father…”.

Charge and benediction
Be steadfast, immovable,
always excelling in the work of the Lord,
because you know that in the Lord
your labor is not in vain.

And whatever you do,
in word or deed,
do everything in the name
of the Lord Jesus,
giving thanks to God the Father through him.

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
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the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit
be with all of you.

Amen.
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