
Order of Worship
Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost
October 22, 2023

Call to worship
In this sacred hour of worship
when we name things for what they really are,
we give to God what is God’s.
Between the demands of this last week 
and the demands of the one ahead
we give to God what is God’s.
With open hearts and hands and minds,
every innate gift from our loving Creator,
we give to God what is God’s. 

Call to confession
Sin tricks and traps us a hundred times a day. So we turn to God, whose 
business is freedom. Trusting that God will free us from our sin and 
deliver us to safety, let us confess our sins with courage and hope. 

Prayer of confession
Creator God, we are commanded
to give to you what is branded as yours.
But since we cannot see your face,
we confess to a miserable confusion.
Where is your image printed?
Not on our coinage or our calendars.
Not on any of the things we buy in the store
or in the ad-laden videos that stream by us.
No, the only place we can see your face,
is in our neighbor and in the mirror.
We’re the ones created in your image. 
Honestly, we’d rather pay you taxes, God,
than give up our whole selves.
But if we are what you want,
heart, mind, soul, and strength —
we’ll do our best, God.
We’ll give our all to you. 
Amen.  
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Assurance of Pardon
Hear the good news! Our God, lover of justice, glories not in punishment 
but in redemption.
Christ has broken the power of sin and rescued us from our shame.
Be at peace: you are forgiven, and you are free. 
To God be the glory! Alleluia! Amen. 

Prayer for illumination
Lord, in the stories of your Scripture, give us truth to cling to; help us hear 
your still, small voice. Amen. 

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (adapted from A Brief Statement of Faith)
In life and death we belong to God.
Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
the love of God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit, 
we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel, 
whom alone we worship and serve.
We trust in God, whom Jesus called Abba, Father.
In sovereign love God created the world good, 
acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation, 
and makes us heirs with Christ of the covenant.
We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God, was crucified, 
and raised from the dead, delivering us from death to life eternal.
We trust in God the Holy Spirit, everywhere the giver and renewer of 
life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 
sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers in the one body of Christ, the 
church.
In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, 
we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives, 
even as we watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, 
praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”

Call for the offering (1 Thessalonians 1:3)
Scripture praises the “work of faith and labor of love and steadfastness 
of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” We give now not for the flash or the 
fame but in quiet, steadfast hope that every dollar might serve to build 
up the body of Christ in this congregation, and the beloved community in 
the world. Your offerings matter. Make them with confidence. 
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Prayer of dedication
Lord, we dedicate our all to you;
not just the money that we no longer call ours
(whether it’s sitting in the plate
or whizzing along digital paths),
but our thoughts, our plans,
our time, our dreams, our days.
It’s all yours, God. It always was. 
Help us to rejoice in that.
Amen. 

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer
God, we know that you see everything that happens in this world; 
nothing we pray about is news to you. Yet still we pray, asking that your 
peace and wisdom rest on us, and your presence transform our lives. 

We pray for those across the world and in our communities who are 
scared today; for those who face violence, because of where they live or 
where they work or who you have created them to be; for those whose 
future seems dark; for those whose anxiety eats away at them and who 
cannot find peace. Spirit, living flame, encourage them. 

We pray for those who hurt today; for the sick, the hungry, the abused, 
the grieving, the lonely. We pray for those who struggle with pain in body 
or mind or spirit. We pray for the compassionate, who hurt because the 
world hurts. Jesus, healer, comfort them. 

We pray for those who woke up angry today. We pray for those who 
feel excluded, overlooked, trapped. We pray for those who feel entitled, 
unappreciated, out of control. We pray that where anger leads to pain, 
you would bring peace, but that where anger leads to justice, you would 
bring wisdom. Jesus, table-turner, guide them.  

We pray for those who are full of hope today. We pray for those who 
are beginning new relationships or careers or working to get clean. We 
pray for those who see sprouts of your kingdom poking up through 
cracks in the sidewalk. We pray for those who are a light in the darkness. 
Strengthen them, Holy Spirit. 

These prayers we lift you always, that we might be attuned to the needs 
of your children. We also lift to you now the specific concerns of this day:

God, there is much we have forgotten to pray for today, yet we know that 
nothing escapes your notice. Direct our eyes this week, we pray, that we 
might come to know your heart more fully. 

We pray now as you taught your disciples, saying, “Our Father….”
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Charge and benediction
The glory of the Lord is all around you,
here in this sanctuary,
but it will glimmer also
in your house
in the office
in the car
at the grocery store
at the gym
in the doctor’s office:
everywhere the children of God
go, so does the image of God.

So go, bearing invisible glory
to make you brave;
the love of God, 
to make you strong,
the peace of Christ, 
to make you kind,
and the power of the Spirit,
to make you alive,
today and tomorrow
and all the days to come. 
Amen. 

p4

© Presbyterian Outlook, 2023 

Liturgy written by Carol Holbrook Prickett and pro-
vided for free distribution. 

For more resources,
visit pres-outlook.org


