
Order of Worship
Fourth Sunday of Pentecost
July 6, 2025

Call to worship (adapted from Psalm 66:1-5)
Make a joyful noise to God, all the earth;
sing God’s glorious name; shout out glorious praise.
Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
All the earth worships you; they sing praises to your name.” 
Come and see what God has done: 
tell of God’s awesome deeds among all people!

Call to confession 
We cannot be perfect, but we can be faithful by noticing where we’ve 
fallen short and asking God to set us right. Let us therefore confess our 
sins together.

Prayer of confession 
Patient God, you call and call
and we come up with every excuse 
why we can’t answer,
at least not right now. 
Forgive our fear. 
Remind us that when we answer your call,
we will not be sent out alone,
but filled with your gifts,
surrounded by your children,
and held in your love.
We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, 
our Rock and Redeemer. Amen.  

Assurance of pardon 
Hear the good news! The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to ever-
lasting. 
In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. Alleluia! Amen.
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Prayer for illumination 
Holy Spirit, stir in us today some new understanding; some new passion; 
some new insight into you. As we read your Scriptures, help us to hear 
your still, small voice. Amen.

Scripture readings

Sermon

Affirmation of faith (adapted from the Confession of 1967)	
To be reconciled to God
is to be sent into the world
as God’s reconciling community,
to share God’s labor
of healing the hostilities
which separate people from God
and from each other.
Christ has called the church to this mission
and given it the gift of the Holy Spirit.
The church follows Christ’s pattern
in the form of its life
and in the method of its action.
So to live and serve
is to confess Christ as Lord.

Call for the offering
We are promised that the harvest is plentiful; there is more than enough 
to go around. Trusting that God has provided abundantly enough for our 
needs, let us build up God’s church by making our offerings now.  

Prayer of dedication
Holy God, bless our gifts of money, passion, 
time and prayer, 
that they may travel far in your world, 
blessing your children in every place. Amen.

Prayers of the people and the Lord’s Prayer
Believing we have an ever-present companion in God, who laughs with 
us in joy and weeps with us in pain, let us share our prayers with God. 

We pray for the earth, for the oceans and farmlands, for the rainfor-
ests and tundras, for the crops that feed, clothe, heal and house us. We 
rejoice in the summer months when we may enjoy and explore your 
creation. At the same time, Lord, we grieve the devastation of the planet, 
both the destruction caused by natural disasters and by our own pollu-
tion. Send your healing touch upon the Earth. 

We pray for all people, of all ages, races, genders, religions, and walks 
of life. We rejoice in the diversity that brings beauty to our commu-
nities, and grieve the prejudice that destroys them. We ask that you 
break down every dividing wall and make us into one people, loving and 
beloved. 
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We pray for the church throughout the world. Strengthen her in service, 
witness and love. Give her energy and vision for the future you are guid-
ing her into. Heal her divisions and save her from isolating fear. Grow her 
into your holy body. 

We pray for our nation, our state and our city. We celebrate the freedoms 
in our country and pray that they may be protected, valued and extended 
to all. We seek a national unity that we would model Christ’s values of 
sacrificial love and care for the vulnerable. 

We pray for all who are sick today, who are worn and weary. We pray 
especially for those suffering illnesses the world would often rather not 
acknowledge — for those whose illnesses bring stigma and shame from 
their community rather than support and healing. Bless the sick with 
peace and courage and those who take care of them with energy, wis-
dom and compassion. 

We pray for ourselves and our ministries. We rejoice that you have en-
abled us to follow your call to love and serve. We ask that you keep our 
eyes open to the needs and gifts of our neighbors, that we may work in 
companionship for the coming of your kingdom. We add special prayers 
for all our members who are away from home today. Bring them joy in 
their travels and return them to us in safety.

We bring to you the other prayers of our hearts… (Prayers of the congre-
gation may be spoken here.)

And now let us join with Christians throughout time and space as we 
pray the prayer Jesus taught us, saying, “Our Father …”.

Charge and benediction
You are being sent out
but not to wander aimlessly.
You are being sent out with a purpose:
Commissioned, we call it,

to tell good news and be good news,
to turn strangers into neighbors,
and neighbors into companions,
to rebuke what is wrong and rejoice in what is so, so right.

So go with the love of God who made you,
the peace of Christ who saved you,
and the courage of the Spirit to lead you forward
into this and every day. Amen.   
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